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The Geo Bee and Spelling Bee Cause
Quite a Buzz at NMS
North Middle School Students Compete in
the Annual Geography Bee

North Middle School Students Take on the
Scripps National Spelling Bee

By Avery Park

By Chelsea Cohen

NMS Spelling Bee Contestants
NMS Geo Bee Contestants

Kate Needham, winner of the
2017 Geo Bee
On December 20, North Middle held the school-wide Geography Bee. All the social studies
classes had one representative on the stage answering questions. To become a representative, you
had to win the class preliminary geography bee. Students were challenged with questions that could
vary from bodies of water to locations of countries.
Continued on page 3...
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“B-e-n-z-e-n-e benzene.” This was the championship word in Great Neck North Middle
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winner was seventh grader David Zeng.
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NMS Helps to Feed the Hungry
By Alice Liu

The SCO Food Drive beats last year’s total,
collecting over 900 cans!
During November of 2016, the SCO Food Drive took place at Great Neck North Middle School. People were encouraged to bring in non-perishable
canned food items. Many generous people donated cans of food for those that are less fortunate. The number of cans collected were over 900, showing the
great dedication of the North Middle School family in helping the community. Staff and students alike worked very hard to be able to spread food in love
to all.
Cans were collected outside of the Nurse’s office, and everyone was invited to bring in at least one can. Thanks to the sheer amount of people participating, many others will be able to have a full stomach during the cold winter months. It is simply amazing how wonderful our community can be when
we all get together and do things like this.
Many people on Long Island are not capable of supporting themselves due to a lack of income and other various factors. This makes it important to
be able to help others, so they do not have to suffer in discomfort and starvation. We should always be working to improve the quality of life for others in
our community.
All of the food donated will be beneficial, and it is reassuring to know that a small donation can make a big difference. Generosity plays a big role
in the North Middle School spirit, so it is essential that we continue to keep it up with future fundraisers.
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By Avery Park
On December 15, the SCO went on its annual trip to Target. During this trip, the students buy gifts to give to children for the holidays. The students on the trip were separated into groups that bought gifts for certain ages. Each group received a limit of two hundred dollars to spend on gifts for
their age range. The children receiving the gifts are from toddlers to kids our own age.
“The best part of the trip was buying things for other kids that didn’t get presents on the holidays. It was also really fun to go with your friends
and think about what other kids would want,” said Hani Kang, an 8th grader who went on the trip.
These gifts were given to a local military base that was sponsoring a donation. All the kids had to help out to get the gifts out of the bus. There
was one man who worked at the military base and helped out with putting the donations away into giant boxes. Giving away these gifts had a lasting impact on the students.
“I felt glad that I was doing something kind,” said Sophie Yellis, an 8th grader who also went on the trip.
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NMS IS ALL IN TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED
Students give back to the community by participating in Toy and Coat
Drives, plus much more!
By Michelle Zeng
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During the winter months and holiday season, many families aren’t able
to support themselves or get gifts for their children. Through donations and various fundraisers--bake sales and Have a Heart Lollipops, our North Middle
School Family was able to make the holidays brighter for so many. We supported Senator Jack Martins’ Winthrop University Hospital's Annual Toy Drive.
The Dare to Care/SCO toy and coat drive was able to raise coats, toys,
and other goods for struggling families. Additionally, our Winter Warmth and
Comfort Drive provided toys and winter clothing to the St. Aloysius Interfaith
Community Outreach Program, and we participated in the Toys for Tots campaign. After purchasing toys at Target, several student representatives dropped
off the toys at the United States Marine Corp Station on Stewart Avenue in Garden City.
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Neck North Middle School—We are "ALL IN" and we really do DARE to
CARE.
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The Geo Bee The Spelling Bee
By Avery Park

By Chelsea Cohen

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

The Geography Bee went on for a while until the two finalists remained. The two finalists had
three questions to answer in order to determine the winner. Kate Needham answered all three questions
right and won the Geography Bee. Adam Sanders got second place by answering one question incorrectly. The winning questions was, “Which country is north of Nicaragua?” The correct answer was
Honduras. Congratulations to both finalists of the Geography Bee, and to everyone who participated.
The winner of the Geography Bee, Kate Needham gives advice to other participants for next
year, “You don’t really have to study. You just have to be prepared to be on stage and answer in front
of everybody. If you don’t win, that’s okay. “

Thirty four students participated in the 2017 spelling bee at North Middle. Seven judges, Mr.
Del Ferraro, Mr. Norberto, Mrs. DiNatale, Mr. O’Connor, Ms. Rice, Mrs. Brody and Ms. Serowik
carefully listened to each student as they walked up to the microphone to spell their word. The different words varied in difficulty as some were as common as teaspoon or as uncommon as equestrian. In
the first four rounds, four kids got out in each round. In the fifth and sixth round, only three kids misspelled words. In the seventh round, only one student
misspelled a word. Three students got out in the
eighth round and five students in the ninth. The final
three students were all seventh grade students.
Most recently, Kate Needham, took the online
The third place word was “exponentially” and
test to qualify for the NY State level bee on February
the second place word was “armoire.” David Zeng
wrapped up the entire competition near the end of
1st. She will find out her results in about a month.
second period by spelling the word benzene, a type of
chemical.
In recent news, David Zeng went to Hofstra
University on February 5 to participate in the Hofstra
Regional Spelling Bee. He did so well, that he made
it to the next round of the competition which takes
place on Sunday, February 12.

Social Studies Department Chairperson, Mrs.
Crisifulli with Geo Bee champ, Kate Needham.

David Zeng, winner of the 2017 NMS Spelling Bee

Kate is one of the only female school champions for North Middle in the twenty two years
we have held a bee !

New and Improved
By Ally Katchis and Sophie Mirro

North Middle School’s Website Gets a Makeover
In the beginning of the school year, Mrs. Larson, a special education teacher at NMS, completely redesigned and launched a new
website for North Middle School. This new website has many significant changes, from being more user friendly to being more accessible
on mobile devices. In addition, the old North Middle School website
had some glitches when using a mobile device instead of a computer.
Sometimes, it would also be difficult to find what you were looking
for. Thanks to Mrs. Larson, this is no longer the case. “My reason for
redesigning the website, was to make it user friendly for everyone,
something people would use and become a part of the everyday culture
of the school,” said Mrs. Larson.
The new website has 7 tabs located at the top of the page:
Home, About, Academics, Athletics, Students, Parents, and Faculty/
Staff. These tabs make it much easier when looking for something specific. There are also two lists found on the home page: one titled
“Upcoming Events”, and another called “Quick Links”. Like the title
suggests, “Upcoming Events” lists major events to occur in North
Middle, and “Quick Links” contains easily accessible links to some
helpful pages. There is also a list of links under some tabs which make
navigation more time efficient.
Many students are appreciative of the changes in the website.
They can now access information from every mobile device, and it
seems like it has saved them a couple of times.
Ilan Rastegar, a student, states, "The old website sometimes
wouldn't work, and it was very unclear on where certain things were
located. It wasn't horrible, but in this day and age we need something
that is highly accessible on multiple devices."
Sophia Hanover, a seventh grader says, “One time, I forgot my
agenda and I didn't know what homework there was. Usually I would
have to call a friend, but instead, I used my phone and I got the page
numbers. The new website is a lifesaver!”
It is as clear as day that North Middle School is very grateful
for the redesigned website—and for Mrs. Larson—for taking the time
to improve it.
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NMS SUPPORTS RELAY FOR LIFE
Art Supplies Collected to Help Kids with Cancer
By Leila Bakhshi
“Our goal is to raise money and awareness through education,” Ms. Demodna, NMS teacher
and co-committee chair, explained. “Relay for Life is about bringing us together and to always remind
each other to continue helping others.” Our school is part of a committee called Relay for Life. In this
committee the school does many things to help save lives and help raise awareness about certain things
that may help save lives. For example, Relay for Life is partnered with the American Cancer Society.
Relay for Life is a nationwide program that many other schools are part of.
This January, the Relay for Life committee has been focusing on bringing awareness to children
with cancer. The committee has collected coloring books and art supplies starting from the 18th of January and ending on the 27th of January. They have partnered with North Shore LIJ’s Pediatric Cancer
Unit to make an effort to brighten the spirit of children receiving treatment in the hospital.
The Relay for Life committee has also been in charge of a faculty fundraiser (raised $223), pink ribbon awareness for breast cancer month (made and distributed pink ribbons), sold chocolate dipped
pretzels ($167), and our basketball fundraiser ($459.39) bringing us to our grand total of $700. Some
upcoming events are the Valentine’s fundraiser, Penny Wars and the famous dunk tank, in which students donate money and vote on a faculty member to be dunked at the Relay Field Day in late June.
Don't forget to keep up with the events and continue donating to this very important cause!

Students Shoot Hoops to
Beat Cancer
By Brenner Yellis
On Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 3:00 P.M., many students and faculty gathered at the half-court
of the North Middle Gym, waiting to either play Hot Shot or take a half-court shot. Why? For the Relay For
Life basketball fundraiser! Ms. Sicurella, a health teacher and the organizer of this event, instructed everyone,
and then the fun got started!
To play a round of Hot Shot, the fee was $2.00, and to do a half-court shot, $3.00. Students could play
as many rounds as they wanted, provided they had the money. Eight basketball hoops were used to play Hot
Shot. The event went like this: First, the scoreboard would count down from a minute and reset after each
player’s turn ended. The hoops were used to play Hot Shot until everyone was finished. After this, the girl’s
side of the gym was used for the half court shots, with people watching from the boy’s side. It was a very intense and exciting event!
Overall, this fundraiser for Relay For Life was a success. The amount of $459.39 was raised towards
cancer research. I asked a participant about her experience at the fundraiser. She said, “I played Hot Shot for
one round, and even though I personally don’t love basketball, I had an amazing time trying to gain points.
Overall, I loved the event!” Great job to all participants for being ALL IN for Relay For Life!
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Six Grade Students Bond in Greenkill
By Matthew Kwong
The 6th graders of North Middle School went on a three day trip to Greenkill Outdoor Education and Retreat Center
from November 7-9. On the morning of Tuesday, November 7, the students lined up in the Parkwood Parking Lot to wait
for permission to board the bus. Greenkill is located in upstate New York and the bus ride took approximately three hours.
When the coach bus pulled up to the parking lot of Greenkill, everyone was excited and all the students got off the bus to
retrieve their luggage. Everyone got a card, assigning each student to their cabin and room.
Once everyone got settled in their rooms, everyone went to eat lunch. The cafeteria was upstairs in a building and
there were many tables with numbers on them. Everyday there was one main meal and a salad bar.
During the day, the students participated in many different activities. The y were divided up into groups of about
five to ten students with one counselor to the group. Together, the groups went on hikes, played games, made candles, went
fishing, learned about nature and looked at artifacts from long ago.
Overall, many people said that this trip was fun and a great experience. The point of this trip was to get to know one
another better, make new friends, learn new things, and to have fun, which most people did.

Mixer Means Merriment Among 6th Graders!
By Leo Korman
Lights? Check. Music? Check. Snacks? Check. 100+ 6th graders? Check. On December 1st, from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, in the North Middle cafeteria, 6th graders took a break from doing their homework
to dance, sing, and let loose at the 6th grade mixer.
At the mixer, the DJ played many popular songs like, “Juju on That Beat,” by Zay Hilfigerr and Zayion McCall, “Closer,” by Chainsmokers, and even the famous Mannequin Challenge song, “Black
Beetles,” by Rae Sremmurd ft. Gucci Mane. And, who could forget the famous (among 6th graders) “Cailou” theme song! Although all of these songs are great, the song that was “the one” was “Ultimate”,
by Denzel Curry. Everyone knew that a song wouldn’t be good if nobody danced to it. A lot of people knew the dance to “Juju on That Beat,” making the song very popular at the mixer. The dancing was
great. From jumping in a circle with fists in the air, screaming the song, doing the “Worm,” and to nodding heads, all were considered dances. Even some of the chaperones started dancing!
The 6th grade mixer couldn’t have been possible without the attending 6th graders. They made this event lively, fun, and amazing. What would the 6th grade mixer be without the 6th graders? The air
mixer? So, all 6th graders reading this should give themselves a pat on the back for their contribution to the school. The students also had lots of positive feedback regarding the mixer.
“It was very entertaining watching my friends go crazy,” Jesse Toro, a 6th grader, commented about the mixer.
“The mixer was a great idea for kids to make new friends,” Oriel Atias, another 6th grader, said about the mixer.
“The mixer was fun, it was nice, and it was a great thing to have at a school,” Lyla Muntner, yet another 6th grader, added. The 6th grade mixer was a fun event for all of its participants and a night that they
surely wouldn’t forget.

Seventh Graders
Study DNA
By Renee Zeng
The 7th grade DNA trip took place in the Cold Spring Harbor Learning Center. In the learning center, we did three experiments: one about DNA,
one about the mystery of Anastasia, and one about lactose and lactase.
The first lab we had was the DNA lab. We learned about DNA and
how police used fingerprints and hair to narrow down their search. We had
four tubes filled with different substances. One of them was the one found on
the crime scene, and the rest were suspects. We tested them using an electric
DNA reader, and found that two of them were matching, which meant that it
was the criminal. First, we put the tubes of DNA in different slots of a piece
of gel. We put salt water as base on top of the gel, and ran the DNA under an
electric machine. Afterwards, we saw how far the DNA “climbed” and the
two of them that were the same length we the criminals.
The second lab was about the mystery of Anastasia. There was a Russian family called the Romanovs, consisting of Tsar Nicholas II, his wife
Tsarina Alexandra and their five children Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia,

and Alexei. The people in Russia started a rebellion, called the Bolsheviks.
The Bolsheviks captured and killed all the Romanovs, but instead of finding
11 skeletons (7 family members and servants), they only found 9. Based on
the different spinal cords and teeth of the skeletons, they were able to use
elimination and find out that Prince Alexei and Anastasia were missing. After
many years, they found a lady claiming that she was Anastasia. She called
herself Anna Anderson until she was proved to be Anastasia. The Romanov’s
cousins were still alive, and protested that Anna Anderson was actually Franziska Schanzkowska. This could've been for a few reasons; either Anna Anderson shouldn't inherit money because she wasn't related to the Romanovs,
or she was related to them and the cousins just wanted money. Decades later,
after Anna Anderson had died, one of Franziska’s cousins and the remaining
Romanov cousin were tested to see if their DNA in the mitochondria was the
same. When the DNA strands were different, Anna Anderson was confirmed
to be Franziska Schanzkowska and an imposter.
The last lab was about how to make lactose free milk. Many centuries
ago, many humans weren’t adapted to drink cow (and other mammals) milk.
Now, most people can drink milk. Lactose is a chemical found in milk. Those
who are lactose intolerant don’t have a chemical in their digestive system
called lactase, used to break down milk. We made beads containing lactase
and put regular milk through it. The lactase broke down the sugar and neutralized the lactose, also making the milk sweeter.

Blazer Bots and Blazing Legos are on Fire at the
Robotics Competition
By Brenner Yellis

On January 28, 2017, hundreds of students packed into the gym of Mineola High School
in Mineola, New York. It was a little before 8:00, and the eighth grade team, the Blazer Bots
were in a circle discussing their programming for the robot, and when they could rehearse their
project again. The sixth and seventh grade team, the Blazing Legos, were preparing for the
event. After the opening ceremonies concluded, the competition started!
At 8:25, the Blazing Legos lined up to start their first match, which officially started at
8:30. The Blazer Bots cheered them on. When the Blazing Legos’ match began, the Blazer Bots
joined the line. Each team had three robot matches. In the standings, the Blazing Legos placed
17th and the Blazer Bots ranked 25th. Neither team claimed an award, and neither team is advancing to the next competition at Longwood. For those who are wondering, neither is South.
Every team must present a project to a panel of judges. The project is then judged. The
Blazer Bots’ project was a spin on bat houses: a shelter for bats to protect them from fatal infection, White Nose Syndrome and deforestation. The project had a trifold board and even included
a 3D printed prototype. The Blazing Legos’ project consisted also of a trifold board to present,
but their project was a waterproof, bulletproof, and shockproof drone to protect animals from
poaching. Their project did not consist of any prototypes. Although the team won no awards this
year, they put in a lot of effort. Hopefully, they’ll establish winning ways during the competition next year.
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Dr. Prendergast, Superintendent of Schools, Assistant Principal,
Nancy Gunning, Math Chairperson and teacher, Mr. Boyt and the
Robotics team at the competition.

Night of the One Acts
By Brenner Yellis
On the night of Tuesday, November 22nd, the participants in the Night of the One Acts put on their show.
The show consisted of two acts, the first act with three plays and the second with two. In chronological order, the
first three plays were “One Word Too Many,” “Jamie’s First Day,” and “Blue and Black Friday.” In the second
act, the plays were “The Waiting Room,” and “This Is a Text.”
All the actors and actresses had a great experience. One actress said, “I thought the One Acts was a generally great experience. I got to befriend many people, and I had tons of fun!”
Ms. Dove and the cast and crew of the One Acts

Winter Concert Brings Holiday Cheer
By Lynna Tsai and Nina Phillips
December 14, the Great Neck North Middle School family
gathered in the auditorium to see the annual winter concert. The
winter concert consisted of a choir part, and a full orchestra part,
and a collaboration. The orchestra and band played, “You’re a Mean
One Mr. Grinch” by Albert Hague, “Symphony No. 5” by Beethoven, “Hallelujah” by George Frideric Handel, and “On With the
Snow”, a collection of winter songs arranged by Douglas E. Wagner, was played along with the chorus. In addition to the orchestra
collaboration, the chorus sang “White Winter Hymnal” by Robin
Pecknold, “Baby it’s Cold Outside” by Frank Loesser, and
“Everybody Rejoice” by Luther Vandross, and “Oseh Shalom.”
The chorus was divided into two parts; the sopranos, and the
altos and tenors, which determined what part they will sing. The
first song was “White Winter Hymnal.” This was a wintry song consisting of many soloists, Naomi Hazan, Ashley Schlusselberg, Emily Elyhouzdeh, Serena Eshagodd, Lia Giannoglou, Doha Greben,
and Emily Schecter. There was also clapping in this song, setting a
strong rhythm. The clapping was done by the same soloists.
The next song was “Oseh Shalom,” which is a song sung in
Hebrew. During “Oseh Shalom,” there was a minor blackout, which
may have been a scare for some, but the chorus was incredibly professional, and just kept going. “Even when the lights were back on,
no one was really phased that the lights shut off,” says the chorus
director, Mrs. Murdocco.
The third song was “Baby It’s Cold Outside.” This classic
winter song was a call and response song, with the females singing
one line and the males responding in the next line of the song. The

last song the chorus sang, before the orchestra collaboration was
“Everybody Rejoice,” by Luther Vandross. This was the finale in
the musical, The Wiz. This song was cheerful and got the entire audience to “rejoice!” There were four soloists including Sofia Mafar,
Lauren Victory, Chelsea Cohen, and Dana Livian. Mrs. Murdocco
said that she chose songs with a “wintry theme, and educational
component.” She also added that soloists are chosen through an
“audition process, which is only open to eighth graders.” Additionally, soloists are chosen by whose voice fits the role, as supposed to
who would necessarily be considered to be the “best singers.”
The orchestra consisted of “eight different sections of students and various playing abilities” stated Mr. Trinkwald, who was
the conductor for the seventh and eighth grade band and orchestra.
The first piece played by the orchestra was “Hallelujah”, with a
strong percussion part. It had a very nice balance between all instruments and a beat was kept. It ended with a loud applause and cheers.
The second song was “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch.” This song
was a very recognizable Christmas song and was originally written
for the movie, How the Grinch Stole Christmas. The final piece before the chorus joined, was “Symphony No. 5” which is the 5th
Symphony out of the nine Beethoven composed.
When the orchestra finished “Symphony No. 5”, the chorus
filled onto the risers in front. The final song of the night was “On
With the Snow” with the orchestra accompanying the chorus. This
was a combination of winter songs arranged by Douglas E. Wagner.
The song included selections from “Sleigh Ride,” “Winter Wonder-

land,” and “Let it Snow.” The music directors implied that there will
be future collaborations with the full orchestra and chorus. Overall,
the music directors, along with the audience agreed that the concert
was a success.

NMS Welcomes Mr. Norberto
By Nina Phillips
Mr. Norberto is a new English teacher to NMS this year, but he isn’t new to the Great Neck School District. Mr. Norberto previously worked at the elementary school, John F. Kennedy Elementary School of Great Neck and now teaches sixth
grade English on team Discovery.
Q: Why did you come to the middle school?
A:There was an opportunity to come. They wanted a teacher from the elementary level to teach writing. I had worked with
kids in summer school that were middle school age, and I thought that I had really liked working with them. I wanted to see if
I could work with them during the school year also. Then it came up, so I applied for it and I got it.
Q: What are your goals for the current sixth graders?
A:That they develop strong writing skills--stronger writing skills than when they came to me. Maybe they can begin to start to
sort of like writing. That's my goal.
Q: How are you adjusting to working with a different age group of student?
A:The biggest thing is trying to figure out how best to keep track of all the work. In elementary teaching you only had twenty
four students at most, but now I have a hundred and twenty. So how do I keep on top of those things, how do I plan to meet
with every student and meet their needs, and help them be the best writers they can be?
Q: Do you find it more challenging to teach Elementary School Students, or Middle School Students?
A: I think they have different challenges. Elementary school students need you more, and the hope is in middle school, they
need you less. I'm trying to help students become more independent and that's a challenge for myself and for them.

Book Review: When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
By Rebecca Bernstein
In anticipation of author Rebecca Stead’s visit on February 14, many students at North Middle read the novel, When You
Reach Me. This exciting book is a mixture of science fiction and mystery. This novel takes place in 1978-1979 in the Upper West
Side of New York City. The protagonist, Miranda Sinclair, lives in a small apartment in a poor neighborhood. One day, as she and
her best friend Sal are walking home from school, Sal mysteriously gets punched. That was the day everything changed for Miranda.
An anonymous person begins to sends Miranda strange letters, asking for her house key, Sal starts to ignore Miranda, and the homeless man known as the Laughing Man suddenly appears on her street corner. The book was inspired by the famous novel A Wrinkle
In Time demonstrating Rebecca Stead’s theories in time travel. I recommend this book because the suspense will always keep you
on the edge of your seat, as many mysteries occur at different points of the story.
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Presidential Inauguration
By Michelle Zeng
On January 20, the new and controversial president, Donald
J. Trump delivered his inauguration speech. The following is a summary of his speech. During his inaugural address, Trump “painted a
bleak picture of ‘American Carnage.’” He spoke about inequality,
abandoned factories, “crime and the gangs and the drugs”. Some
critics say that he articulated the “American Carnage” too strongly.
He promised to make America strong, wealthy, and safe again. He
also mentioned that he will “promptly repeal” the Affordable Care
Act, which was a strong part of his campaign, and pledged an
“American first” policy. An “America first” policy will probably
seek to tighten our borders, to be a more isolationist country. He has
already pulled out of the Trans-pacific partnership, and he will have
many new actions in Congress to try to keep his promises.
However, during his speech, many people were protesting in
the streets of Washington, D.C. Many people were arrested when
protesters had bouts of violence, and when they threw bricks and
bottles at police officers. In addition, there was a national women's
march standing up for women's rights concerning some comments
that Trump made throughout his campaign. It was one of the most
peaceful marches in history, with no arrests made during the march.
A big controversy that happened was between Kellyanne
Conway and the White House report of “alternative facts.” Sean
Spicer, the White House Press Secretary, had stated some false information during the “lecture” he gave to news reporters. He stated
that “This was the largest audience ever to witness an inauguration.”
although there was no evidence to support the claim. Trump’s inauguration crowd and television viewers were far smaller than during
Obama’s inauguration, although online viewership statistics was not
available and may change the results. Spicer also said a few other
false statements, regarding the weather and the accommodations in
the mall. When Kellyanne Conway was interviewed by Chuck Todd
on the “utter lies” that Spicer gave to the press, Conway responded "Don't be so overly dramatic about it, Chuck. You're saying it's a
falsehood, and […] our press secretary, Sean Spicer, gave alternative facts to that." This quickly became viral by the use of

“alternative facts,” and caused concerns about the honesty of Mr.
Spicer.
Trump’s campaign, inauguration, and post-inauguration
have been controversial, dividing, and polarizing for both ends of
the political spectrum. However, we can hope that Trump will do a
good job leading the country, and he and the people of America can
aid in bringing our country together.

Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson
By Joshua Schoenman

What is the Secretary of State?
Being the United States’ Secretary of State is very important job. The Secretary of State is responsible for being the President’s chief foreign affairs advisor. He or she
conducts negotiations relating to United States foreign affairs. The Secretary of State has the ability to terminate treaties and agreements and administer the Department of
State. Finally, their job is to inform American citizens about political, economic, social and cultural conditions in foreign countries.

Why Was Rex Tillerson Nominated For Secretary of State?
Rex Tillerson earned a bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He started working at Exxon in 1975. He climbed his way up to
higher positions and became president of Exxon Yemen Inc. In 2006, Mr.Tillerson was elected chairman and chief executive officer (CEO) of Exxon. Mr. Tillerson has
done many deals with Russia and Vladimir Putin in particular. He retired from Exxon in 2016. These qualities and achievements may be why Mr. Tillerson was nominated
as Secretary of State by President Trump.
President Trump had many options to choose from for the position of Secretary of State. Some options were, Rudy Giuliani, Mitt Romney and David Petraeus. President Trump even went to a Michelin three-star restaurant with Mitt Romney to discuss the position, but after Rex Tillerson met with President Trump twice at Trump Tower, he ultimately nominated him for Secretary of State.

Improvements in the Great Neck Park District
By Francesca Cilluffo

The Great Neck Parks District has been working very hard in the last year to improve their programs and facilities, and are looking forward greatly to 2017. I interviewed Jason Marra, the superintendent of parks, and Frank Cilluffo, one of the three parks commissioners, to see what's going on in our neighborhood.
What are some upcoming events in the Parks Department for 2017?
For 2017, we will continue to improve upon are already tremendous recreational programming. For our 100 Year celebration this past August we held a very successful summer carnival event and concert. We received so much positive feedback from our Park District residents that we have decided to offer a similar type event this
summer that the Park District staff is currently working on. We expect it to be a family event with fun for all ages.
th

Mr. Marra, how has your first year been as the Superintendent, and what are some new year’s challenges, projects and changes you have for the parks department?
My one year anniversary will be coming up this February and my first year has been amazing. I am so lucky to be working with a professional and committed Board and staff in a community that truly
cares and appreciates their parks. My focus coming aboard was to build our community through parks and recreational programs and I think we have taken a great step in building on that goal. My first
year has gone by very quickly and we have accomplished a great deal in a short period of time. We have implemented conservation initiatives such as our organic turf management program and leaf mulching. We also completed major capital projects including the paving of all park district parking lots and the playground and baseball field renovations at Memorial Field.
Our biggest changes and challenges will come in early 2017 as we will be taking a big step forward with our information technology. We will be changing the way the community interacts with the
Park District by creating our new website and providing online registration for all programs for the first time. The Park District will be going completely paperless with all program registration which will
not only benefit our residents by improving access to register but also meet our conservation goals. The Park District website will be ready in early February. Bringing online registration and improving our
communication with our residents will be the most impactful change in 2017. We will also focus on athletic field renovations for our youth and adult sport participants.
Commissioner Cilluffo, congrats on your recent reelection, what are your goals this year?
It is an honor to be re-elected in 2017 and to serve the Great Neck Park District residents. The goals for 2017 and beyond are to continue to improve our Park District programming and facilities. We
will be providing a community needs assessment in 2017 in order to accurately determine what the current needs of the community our and how we can properly plan for the future. The staff will begin working towards our agency accreditation through the National Parks and Recreation Society. This will take a few years but I believe we have the administration and staff in place to become only the second Recreation and Parks District in New York State to achieve the highest national standard.
I would like to thank Mr.Marra, Mr.Cilluffo, and the Great Neck Parks District on behalf of Northern Light and North Middle School for cooperating in the development of this article and for all the
great things they have done and are doing in our community.
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Great Season for the
NMS Girls Volleyball Team
By Nina Phillips
Winter One sports included Girls Volleyball, which was the only option for sports in Quarter Two. This sport included a seventh grade team coached by Coach Silk. There was also an eighth grade
team whose coach was Coach Naftar. Throughout quarter two, these girls had several games, both at North Middle School, and at other schools on Long
Island.
Girls seventh grade volleyball, coached by Coach Silk had a total of eleven games against various other schools nearby. The record for the seventh
grade GNNMS volleyball team was 1-10. They had their win at The Garden City, against the Garden City Middle School volleyball team. This happened
about a third into the winter one season, in their fourth game. They continued to play against numerous schools for the remainder of the eleven games of the
season.
Girls eighth grade volleyball, coached by Coach Naftar, consisted of sixteen girls, and two managers. The team was divided into hitters, and setters,
unlike the seventh grade team that were not separated into parts. Setters set the ball high into the hair, while hitters spike the ball to the other side. The
eighth grade volleyball team won 2 out of a total of eleven games. Approximately midway through the season, the team encountered their first win against
Wheatley. Their next game, they won once again, at North Middle against the Oyster Bay volleyball team. Great season to both the seventh and eighth
grade girls volleyball!

New England Patriots Win
the Super Bowl
By Harrison Rich
Now that the Super Bowl has ended, and all bets are
done, it is time to look back at Super Bowl LI (51). But first,
we’ll look at how it all started.
In the beginning, there were 12 teams to start the playoffs.
The first round was the wild card round. In the National Football Conference, which is one of the two conferences in the
NFL, the Giants versed the Green Bay Packers, and the Packers
broke lots of New Yorkers’ hearts. They lost 38-13 after going
11-5 in the regular season, which was tied with the Atlanta Falcons for second best in the conference, behind the Dallas Cowboys. Next, the Detroit Lions and Seattle Seahawks faced off,
and we saw the Seahawks win. The teams with the best two records in the NFC, the Cowboys and Falcons, had bye
weeks, meaning they automatically moved on to the next round and had an extra week off. The reason the Giants
didn't have a bye week was because the Giants and Cowboys are in the same
division, and the Falcons are in their own. They won their division and the
Giants came in second. In the next round, the Falcons beat the Seahawks 3620, and the Packers upset the one seed Cowboys, winning 34-31. Then,
there were two in the NFC: The Falcons and Packers. The Falcons beat the
Packers by a lopsided score of 44-21, which sent the Atlanta Falcons to the
Super Bowl. Now, on to the American Football Conference playoff recap.
The top seeded Patriots and Chiefs had bye weeks, so the first 2 games
were the Houston Texans vs the Oakland Raiders, and the Pittsburgh Steelers vs the Miami Dolphins. The Steelers beat the Dolphins 30-12, and the
Texans beat the Raiders 27-14. In the next round, the Steelers versed the 2
seeded Chiefs, and the Texans
versed the 1 seed Patriots. There were no surprises, as the Steelers and 1
seed Patriots won their games. This meant that the New England Patriots
versed the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC championship game. The Tom
Brady-led Patriots were able to edge out the Steelers, winning 36-17 to advance to their ten millionth Super Bowl (not really).
In one of the most epic Super Bowls to ever go down, the Patriots
rallied back in the fourth quarter to close a 25 point deficit and win the
game. This is something no team has ever done before in the Super Bowl,
as before this year, the biggest deficit a team has ever faced was 10. This
just solidifies Tom Brady’s spot in the Hall of Fame, and as one of the
greatest quarterbacks in NFL history. Brady recalled this moment by saying “we’re all gonna remember this for the rest of our life.” This was also the first Super Bowl to go to overtime, so
this was a very historic game. They came back from a 19 point deficit in the fourth quarter. Patriots defensive end
Chris Long says “he's the GOAT.” Even though many people wanted the Falcons, you can never count out the New
England Patriots and Tom Brady.

Sneaker Trends
By: Jesse Toro
Nike Kyrie 2 Wet

The new Nike Kyrie 2s have the same structure as all the other Kyrie 2
shoes. I’m sure you've seen people wearing them around school before. They basically have a strap of velcro on top of the laces so the laces don't get untied. The
colors on this shoe are blue on the strap, gray/black on the heel, plain black in
front of the strap and the bottom is black with a blue swish. The strap on this
shoe though is a little bit different. For example, most straps on this kind of shoe
are just plain fabric, but on this shoe it’s glossy blue on the strap and on top of
the glossy blue part there are little fake raindrops that look like they are actually
real. If you haven’t already heard, there is a new phrase in basketball and it’s
called “wet”. It started from the “Splash Brothers” Klay Thompson and Stephen
Curry. They call them the “Splash Brothers” because they always shoot 3 pointers that go in. The phrase “wet” came from the other expression “splash.”

Lebron 10 Soldier

One of the other sneakers trending right now is the Lebron 10 Soldiers. A nice
thing about this shoe is that the price on the “soldier” type Lebrons are lowered to
$100, unlike other Lebrons which are about $160 when they first come out. The
different thing about the Soldiers are that they have no laces, only velcro straps
keeping the shoe tight. Some of the shoes have different colors of camouflage
which is cool looking. The Soldiers are also very lightweight, weighing only
about 14.5 oz compared to Lebron 12s which is 14.06oz. This shoe is also very
flexible when you are walking.

NY Rangers: Will Lundqvist Make a Comeback?
By Oscar Wostenholme
The New York Rangers goalie situation has been very strong. But over the last few weeks starting goalie Henrik Lundqvist struggled to find his game, while
Antti Raanta took the spotlight and shined. However, from what blue shirt fans saw in the past few games was a good sign for goalie Henrik Lundqvist.
In eight games spanning from December 23rd to January 17th the Rangers goalie Henrik Lundqvist averaged an 825 save percentage. But in his eight games leading
up to his decline his save percentage was at a high 933. Over the entire NHL season his save percentage is a low 904 considering he has a career 920. Lundqvist in his
last two games against Buffalo and Calgary got two wins with an impressive 940 save percentage.
There is no apparent reason to why Lundqvist all of a sudden had a span of bad games. Some believe that Lundqvist suffered a concussion from a hit he took from
Cody Eakin on December 15, although he came back into the game saving all 27 of the shots he faced. Other theories include how Lundqvist doesn't play well in the
December month, but plays better towards the rest of the season and playoffs.
Prior to the All Star break in late January, Lundqvist has showed signs of improvement and the Rangers are beginning to win games again, making it fun for the
Rangers fans to watch.
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